Are thrombocytes and platelets true phagocytes?
Thrombocytes and platelets, beyond their primary function in hemostasis, seem to play an active role in inflammation. As regards their phagocytic ability, the results to date are confusing, incomplete, and somewhat contradictory. Whereas the interaction of avian thrombocytes or mammalian platelets with bacteria both in vitro and in vivo has received wide attention, almost no information exists on the topic in "lower" vertebrates. The aim of this work is to review the available information on the phagocytic properties of thrombocytes and platelets. Particular attention is payed to the ontogeny of these cells, the soluble factors involved in the inflammatory process derived from them, and their interaction with particulate material, mainly with bacteria.